TWO   COLONIAL   GOVERNORS

Never since those days have I formed one of a group
waiting on some great public personage who listened to
us gravely and attentively, and bowed us out cour-
teously, without feeling an uneasy suspicion that the
moment our backs were turned the great personage
went to work to amuse some colleague with a droll imi-
tation of our speeches and our manners. I have thus
often been led to think of Captain Robinson in the
Treasury Buildings, or Westminster Palace, or the
offices of the Board of Trade, while a score of years and
thousands of miles lay between him and me.

But I must do justice to Robinson. When the mim-
icry of the departed deputation was over Robinson
always set himself down with earnestness and patience
to examine into the nature of every complaint that had
been made, every grievance that had been described,
every mode of remedy that had been suggested. Even
at this time I could see that he had the inborn gift of
administration. Not a word said by any member of any
deputation was lost upon him or failed to receive the
most * careful consideration from him, even though he
did make fun of some of the delegates, when their
backs were turned, for the amusement of his travelling
companions. Robinson was a splendid reader, he had a
fine voice, with a wonderful variety of tone which gave
telling and appropriate expression to every sentence he
read aloud. He beguiled many a long evening for us
by reading out scenes from popular novels. He read
out to us the whole of Charles Lever's amusing story
6 The Dodd Family Abroad,' and the varieties of Irish
accent which are introduced into the story were illus-
trated with perfect accuracy by his dramatic delivery.
The worthy Mrs. Dodd makes frequent reference in the
course of the story to a respected uncle of hers of whom
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